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And, LUNGevity has also granted 
three Career Development Awards for 
Translational Research for 2014 to sup-
port the work of future research leaders. 
Each three-year grant awards $100,000, 
renewable in the second and third year 
based on career and research progress. 
And the awardees join the 2012 and 
2013 recipients as ex-officio members 
of the Foundation’s Scientific Advisory 
Board for the terms of their awards. The 
recipients are:

•	 Patrick Forde, MD (MB, BCh), 
of Johns Hopkins University, for his 
research “Neoadjuvant anti-PD-1 an-
tibody, Nivolumab, in resectable nons-
mall cell lung cancer”;

•	 Christine Lovly, MD, PhD, of 
Vanderbilt University Medical Center, 
for her research “Dissecting the role of 
negative feedback inhibition in ALK+ 
lung cancer”; and

•	 John Poirier, PhD, of Memorial 
Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, for 
“Molecular mechanisms of acquired drug 
resistance in small cell lung cancer.”

Also, the LUNGevity Foundation 
has partnered with the Lung Cancer 
Research Foundation and Melanoma 
Research Alliance to co-fund new in-
novative research on PD-1 inhibitor 
treatment options for patients with 
non-small cell lung cancer with brain 
metastases or metastatic melanoma 
with brain metastases. The award 
recipient is Lucia Jilaveanu, MD, 
PhD, of Yale University, for her proj-
ect “Response to PD-1 Inhibitors in 

Melanoma and Lung Cancer Patients 
with Brain Metastases.” 
The Don Shula Foundation has do-
nated $1.5 million to Moffitt Cancer 
Center to establish The Don Shula 
Breast Cancer Research Fund, which 
will support research projects that 
will generate new treatment and pre-
vention strategies for breast cancer 
patients.

“ C a n c e r  h a s 
touched our family 
personally, and I know 
that the more we give 
to cancer research, the 
closer we are to find-
ing a cure,” said Don 
Shula, former head 
coach of the Miami 
Dolphins (1970-1995) and a member 
of Moffitt’s national Board of Advisors. 

The Don Shula Foundation was es-
tablished in Miami more than 20 years 
ago as a tribute to Shula’s late wife, 
Dorothy. The organization has sup-
ported breast cancer research at Moffitt 
for over a decade, donating nearly half a 
million dollars. A committee comprised 
of Shula designees, Moffitt leadership, 
and a Moffitt breast cancer physician-
scientist will select the most promising 
breast cancer research projects to be 
funded by The Shula Fund. O

T

Editorial Board
Chairman: Robert C. Young, MD 
Emeritus Chancellor, Fox Chase Cancer Center

Clinical Advisory Editor for Hematology/Oncology: 
Mikkael Sekeres, MD, MS, Director, Leukemia Program, 
Cleveland Clinic Taussig Cancer Institute; Chair, Hematology/
Oncology Pharmacy & Therapeutics Committee; Chair, FDA 
Oncologic Drugs Advisory Committee

Clinical Advisory Editor for Oncology: Ramaswamy 
Govindan, MD, Co-Director, Section of Medical Oncology, 
Professor of Medicine, Washington University School of Medicine, 
Alvin J Siteman Cancer Center

Joseph S. Bailes, MD, Partner, Texas Oncology;  Chairman, 
Cancer Prevention and Research Institute of Texas Foundation 

Paul A. Bunn Jr., MD, Exec. Director, International Assoc. 
for the Study of Lung Cancer; James Dudley Endowed  
Professor of Lung Cancer Research, Univ. of Colorado 

Michael A. Caligiuri, MD 
Director, Ohio State University Comprehensive Cancer Center; 
CEO, The James Cancer Hospital and Solove Institute

Harold P. Freeman, MD, Founder, President and CEO, 
Harold P. Freeman Patient Navigation Institute 

Joyce Hendershott, MSW, ACSW, LISW-S 
Associate Director, Patient Education Department, The Ohio State 
University James Cancer Hospital & Solove Research Institute

Richard T. Hoppe, MD, Professor, Radiation Oncology; 
Member, Stanford Cancer Institute, Stanford University 

Robert J. Mayer, MD, Faculty Vice President for Academic 
Affairs, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute; Faculty Associate Dean for 
Admissions and Stephen B. Kay Family Professor of Medicine,  
Harvard Medical School 

Frank L. Meyskens, Jr., MD, Daniel C. Aldrich,  
Jr. Endowed Chair and Professor of Medicine, Biological 
Chemistry, and Public Health; Vice Dean, School of Medicine; 
Director Emeritus, Chao Family Comprehensive Cancer Center, 
University of California, Irvine

Joseph V. Simone, MD, President, Simone Consulting

Ellen Stovall, Senior Health Policy Advisor,  
National Coalition for Cancer Survivorship

Paul A. Volberding, MD 
Director, AIDS Research Institute, University of California, 
San Francisco; Director of Research,  
UCSF Global Health Sciences

Carolyn Weaver RN, MSN, AOCN, AHN-BC 
Oncology Clinical Nurse Educator, Quintiles

Norman Wolmark, MD 
Chairman and Principal Investigator, National Surgical Adjuvant 
Breast and Bowel Project; Chairman, Dept. of Human Genetics, 
Allegheny General Hospital Cancer Center, Pittsburgh

EDITOR: Serena Stockwell

ASSISTANT EDITOR: Sarah diGiulio

PRODUCTION MANAGER: Stacy Drossner

DESKTOP MANAGER: Peter Castro

PRODUCTION, iPad App: Sarah Lemore

MANAGER OF CIRCULATION: Deborah Benward

COLUMNISTS/BLOGGERS: Lola Butcher;  
Wendy Harpham, MD; Joseph V. Simone, MD;  
George W. Sledge, Jr., MD; Andrew Turrisi, MD

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS: Robert H. Carlson,  
Peggy Eastman, Mark Fuerst, Peter Goodwin, 
Heather Lindsey, Kurt Samson, Ed Susman

DIRECTOR, PUBLISHING: Theresa M. Steltzer

VICE PRESIDENT, NURSING, HEALTH & WELLNESS 
PUBLISHING: Jennifer E. Brogan

VICE PRESIDENT, PUBLISHING: Jayne Marks

PRESIDENT AND CEO, WOLTERSKLUWER HEALTH  
MEDICAL RESEARCH: Cathy Wolfe

VICE PRESIDENT, GLOBAL SALES: Gareth Williams

VICE PRESIDENT, ADVERTISING SALES: Fabien Savenay

SALES DIRECTOR, LWW JOURNALS: Ray Lender

SENIOR NATIONAL ACCOUNT MANAGER: Ben Harkinson  
Wolters Kluwer Health, Lippincott Williams & Wilkins 
100 River Ridge Drive, Suite 207 Norwood, MA 02062; 781-440-4854 
fax: 646-607-4253, benjamin.harkinson@wolterskluwer.com

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING: Mike Rusch, 215-521-8404,  
fax 215-689-2453; mike.rusch@wolterskluwer.com 

REPRINTS: Bridget Quinn, 215-521-8807; fax:215-405-3812 
Bridget.Quinn@WoltersKluwer.com 

Vol. 36, No. 16

8/25/14

Editorial/Publishing	officEs:  
333	seventh	ave.,	19th	fl.,	new	York,	nY	10001;		

ot@lWWnY.com,	oncology-times.com

SHOP TALK
Continued from page 8

DON SHULA

Share Your News!

Send information and  
photos for this column to  

OT@LWWNY.com

Breakthrough Status 
to Pancreatic Cancer 
Immunotherapy

T he U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration has granted 
breakthrough therapy sta-
tus to CRS-207 and GVAX 

Pancreas immunotherapies to be used 
as a combination treatment for pan-
creatic cancer. 

CRS-207 expresses the tumor-
associated antigen mesothelin, which 
is over-expressed in mesothelioma 
and pancreatic, non-
small cell lung, ovar-
ian, and gastric cancers. 
And GVAX Pancreas, 
derived from human 
cancer cell lines, is ge-
netically modified to secrete the 
immune-stimulatory cytokine gran-
ulocyte-macrophage colony-stim-
ulating factor (GM-CSF), and also 
expresses mesothelin.

The breakthrough therapy desig-
nation, enacted as part of the FDA’s 
2012 Safety and Innovation Act, was 
created to expedite the development 
and review time of a potential new 
drug for serious or life-threatening 
disease where early clinical evidence 
suggests the drug may demonstrate 
substantial improvement compared 
with existing therapies. A news release 
from the drug’s manufacturer, Aduro 

Biotech, notes that there are currently 
no approved therapies for metastatic 
pancreatic cancer after first-line 
treatment.

The designation for CRS-207 and 
GVAX Pancreas is based on findings 
from a randomized, controlled, multi-
center Phase II trial of 93 patients with 
metastatic pancreatic cancer who had 
not responded to or had decided not 

to have prior therapy. 
Median overall survival 
for patients receiving 
the immunotherapy 
combination was 6.1 
months compared with 

3.9 months for patients receiving 
GVAX monotherapy.

The information from Aduro notes 
that a Phase IIb clinical trial for the 
combination is  ongoing, with enroll-
ment expected to be completed by the 
end of next year. O
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